I9I4]              A Temporary Armistice Refused

Hindenburg wants to take Warsaw, and the Austrian
army has been put under his orders. The Germans combined
with the Austrians have fourteen army corps, the Russians
twenty-one. The losses are appalling. Of the first regiment
of Foot Guards there remain but one captain and seven men,
of the Queen Augusta absolutely nothing. Every single
person is in mourning. A father had lost three sons. He
wrote to the Emperor to ask that his fourth and last re-
maining son should be sent to a less dangerous post. The
Emperor gave the order, but when this arrived this fourth
son had just been killed like the others !

It was a kindly gesture on the Emperor's part to accede
to the request of the Cardinal of Cologne that French priests
taken prisoner serving in the ranks should be treated as officers.
Besides, the priests do the greatest good to their countrymen.
The other day in a camp of more than three hundred prisoners
they held Communion. The Emperor has also decorated
on the battle-field a Catholic Sister who was formerly at our
hospital. She is the daughter of a doctor in Cologne. In
similar circumstances he decorated a Franciscan Friar which
created an excellent effect on the Catholics. But all Catholic
military chaplains are the admiration of the whole world,
being always in. the ranks to hear confessions and give
absolution to those who ask, and blessing regiments about to
go into fire.

Last night a despatch from General Headquarters said that
the Germans had offered the French an armistice to bury
their dead, and that they had refused. This despatch is
official and gives food for thought.

Berlin, ^rd-mth November, 1914.

The Spanish Ambassador went to visit a French prison
camp at Zessen, which is an hour and a half from here, the